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It is important from the outset of this debate 1o understand that the Early
Leaming Kindergarten Program (ELKP) will be implemented by the
government for September 1, 2010, The McGuinty Liberals have
invested far too much political capital to either stop or delay
implementation. One fact is certain about the ELKP. Early Childhood
Educators (ECEs) will be integral to the delivery model in every
classroom, subject to meeting the minimum class size staffing eligibility
requirements for ECE funding.

The relationship between the classroom teacher and the ECE will be
unlike any that existed previously in our schools. The Ontario
government will define their relationship through changes to the
Education Act and Regulations. OECTA members must decide whether
they want to continue being the sole representative for “curriculum
delivery staff” in Catholic schools, by also representing ECEs, or
whether we will permit another union to represent some of the people
that deliver the program.

This debate 1s about how our Association will respond to this significant
shift in education. We cannot stop or alter the decision to include Early
Childhood Educators in program delivery of the ELKP. It must be
understood that OECTA will have only one opportunity to organize the
ECEs who will work in classrooms with our members. Non-teacher
unions will organize them if we do not. Once ECEs belong to another
union, any future attempt by OECTA to organize them would entail
seeking decertification of the other union by a majority of all the union
members. This is commonly referred to as “raiding.”

There are a number of reasons for organizing ECEs in Catholic schools.
The following is not exhaustive but highlights significant issues;



















