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MAJOR DONALD ALEXANDER CAMPBELL MC CD Passed away p eacefully at home in his 89th year 
surrounded by loving family members on October 3, 2009. Son of Archibald Campbell and Mary (MacDougall) 
Campbell. Predeceased by his beloved wife Anna (Swan) Campbell and his brother Pilot Officer Russell Campbell 
(K.I.A. 1944). Loving father of Russell and Donna Campbell, John and Marnie Campbell, Colin and Gail 
Campbell, Margaret and John Thorne, Donald and Jane Campbell. Grandfather of Alexandra, Kirstine, John, 
Janet, Donald, Coline, Collette, Colin, Andrew, Donald, Elizabeth, Mhairi and Catherine. Sadly missed by his 
great-grandchildren Kennan, Campbell, Caelen, Lauren, John and Callum. Donald Alexander Campbell was born 
(September 4, 1920) in Glace Bay, Nova Scotia. He excelled as an athlete in baseball, hockey, rugby, boxing and 
track and field. He joined the West Nova Scotia Regiment in 1939 and saw distinguished service in North Africa, 
Sicily, Italy (where he was wounded) Holland and Germany. During the Italian campaign he was awarded the 
Military Cross. The citation is as follows: "During the crossing of the Savio River Captain Campbell was 
commanding the leading platoon. At the point of crossing, the current was very swift so Captain Campbell decided 
it was necessary to swim the river and secure a rope on the other bank in order to effect the crossing without loss 
of life. This he did personally. He then returned to the platoon and led it across so efficiently and quietly that the 
enemy was taken completely by surprise and over 30 prisoners were captured. On another occasion, having 
consolidated after a successful attack, Captain Campbell found his position overlooked by a Tiger tank. By 
aggressive action with a tank hunting section, Captain Campbell forced the tank to withdraw and five prisoners 
were taken from the German infantry protecting the tank. A counter attack which lasted over three hours was 
then launched by the enemy. Captain Campbell went from section to section encouraging Non-Commissioned 
Officers and men and by his excellent display of leadership his platoon was able to hold a most vital position until 
the remainder of the battalion had completed its consolidation. During the entire action the platoon was under 
constant and severe mortar, machine gun and artillery fire. This officer's cheerful disregard for personal safety 
has been an inspiration for the entire company and his gallant actions were strong contributing factors to the 
success of the regimental attack." He remained in the army and as a Major commanded the Canadian Guards in 
Korea. He also served with the United Nations Forces Vietnam (1960) and India-Pakistan (1967). In addition to his 
Military Cross he also received the following awards and medals: 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, France and Germany 
Star, Defense Medal, Canada Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp, War Medal, Canada Volunteer Service Medal 
for Korea, Peacekeeping Medal, United Nations -- India, United Nations Service Medal -- Korea, Indo-China 
Supervision and Control Medal, Canada Efficiency Medal, Canadian Forces Decoration and Commander of the 
Order of St. John Jerusalem. Retired after 31 years, Donald accepted the position of Manager of Marketing and 
Industrial Planning for St. John Ambulance and served in this capacity for over 15 years. Upon retiring he 
supported numerous charities.  
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